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I Key Insights in Brief

Key Insights in Brief Key Source Markets Shaping International Education: An In-Depth Analysis of

India, China, Philippines, Nigeria, Brazil, and Vietnam

o Indi
012

The Ascendant Global Talent
Reservoir Enrollment Trends:

India has emerged as a pivotal contributor to
international student populations worldwide. In the
United Kingdom, Indian student numbers reached
173,000 in the 2022-2023 academic year, surpassing
Chinese students and even outnumbering domestic
students from Wales and Northern Ireland. Similarly,
between January and September 2023, Australia
reported 122,391 Indian students on visas, a 22%
increase over the previous year.

Preferred Destinations and Disciplines:

Indian students predominantly pursue education in
English-speaking countries such as the UK, Australia,
Canada, and the USA. Their academic interests are
primarily centred around STEM fields, business, and
management studies. The introduction of favourable
post-study work policies in these nations has further
amplified their appeal to Indian scholars.

Policy Developments:

The University of Southampton's initiative to
establish a campus in Delhi by 2025 exemplifies the
growing recognition of India's educational demand.
This strategic move aims to cater to the burgeoning
middle-class population seeking quality higher
education domestically.

China

Navigating Diversification and
Domestic Evolution Enrollment Trends:

continues to be a significant source of international
students, though recent data indicates a stabilisation
in outbound mobility. For instance, Wellesley College
reported 130 Chinese students in Fall 2024,
accounting for approximately 5.4% of its total student
body.

Shifting Preferences:

While traditional destinations like the USA and
Australia remain popular, there's a noticeable shift
towards countries such as the UK, Germany, and
Singapore. This trend is influenced by China's
increased investment in its domestic education

system and evolving geopolitical dynamics.

Domestic Influences:

China's economic growth deceleration and
record-high youth unemployment rates are
prompting students to seek educational and
employment opportunities abroad. This scenario
presents a unique opportunity for foreign institutions
to attract Chinese students by offering robust career
services and clear post-graduation pathways.




’ Philippines

Health and Education-Centric
Mobility Enrollment Trends:

The Philippines steadily contributes to the
international student community, with a particular
emphasis on healthcare-related fields. The University
of New Mexico, for example, reported 10 Filipino
students in Fall 2024.

Preferred Destinations and Disciplines:

Filipino students exhibit a strong inclination towards
nursing and healthcare programs, driven by global
demand for healthcare professionals. Primary
destinations include Canada, Australia, and the UK,
with an emerging interest in regional hubs like Japan
and South Korea due to cultural and geographical

proximity.

Policy Developments:

Canada has seen a significant number of study
permit applications from Filipino residents, with
31,670 applications recorded. This underscores the
Philippines' growing interest in international

education opportunities.

. . Nigeria

Balancing High Demand with Financial
Constraints Enrollment Trends:

Nigeria's international student numbers are on the
rise. Purdue University, for instance, enrolled 86
Nigerian students in Fall 2024, up from 82 the
previous year.

Preferred Destinations and Disciplines:

Nigerian students are drawn to countries offering
quality education and post-study work opportunities,
with the UK, Canada, and the USA being top choices.
However, financial challenges and visa approval rates
pose significant hurdles.

Policy Developments:

The UK's recent decline in Nigerian student
applications in 2024 has raised concerns about the
financial viability of universities heavily reliant on
international tuition fees. This trend highlights the
need for more accessible financial aid and

scholarship programs to support Nigerian students.

Latin America's Emerging Contributor to Global Education Enrollment Trends:

Brazil is progressively becoming a notable source of international students. The University of New Mexico reported

hosting 26 Brazilian students in Fall 2024.

Preferred Destinations and Disciplines:

Brazilian students often pursue postgraduate studies in Europe and North America, with Portugal and Spain being

favoured due to their linguistic and cultural affinities. Their fields of interest include engineering, business, and the arts.

Policy Developments:

Government-sponsored scholarship programs and institutional partnerships have facilitated the increase in Brazilian

students studying abroad. These initiatives aim to enhance academic collaboration and provide students with diverse

educational experiences.



* Vietham

A Rising Force in International Education Enrollment Trends:

Vietnam has steadily gained traction as a key source market for international students. In 2023, over 40,000
Vietnamese students were studying abroad, with the USA, Australia, Canada, and Japan being their top destinations.

Preferred Destinations and Disciplines:

Vietnamese students often pursue STEM, business, and hospitality-related programs. Australia and Canada remain
particularly attractive due to strong institutional partnerships and post-study work opportunities. Additionally, there is
growing interest in South Korea and Germany, driven by affordability and quality education standards.

Policy Developments:

Vietnam's government continues to promote international education through scholarship programs and university
collaborations, further strengthening its role in global student mobility.

Strategic Implications for Stakeholders Tailored Recruitment Strategies: Educational institutions and
policymakers must align their recruitment efforts with the specific motivations of students from these
countries, focusing on employability, affordability, and clear immigration pathways. Embracing
Diversification: Emerging destinations such as Germany, Singapore, and Latin American countries are
becoming increasingly attractive to international students, challenging traditional host countries to
innovate and adapt. Integration of Technology and Artificial Intelligence: Adopting digital recruitment
platforms, Al-driven career support services, and virtual internships will be pivotal in attracting and

retaining international talent in an increasingly competitive landscape.

International Student Enrollment Trends (2024)
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I Introduction

In 2024, international student mobility continues to
be a defining feature of global higher education, with
evolving trends influenced by economic conditions,
geopolitical developments, policy shifts, and
technological advancements. The demand for
high-quality education, better career prospects, and
global exposure have driven millions of students to
seek academic opportunities abroad, creating a
highly competitive and dynamic landscape for

universities worldwide.

Despite the lingering effects of the COVID-19
pandemic, which disrupted student flows in previous
years, global student mobility has rebounded
significantly. Major destination countries such as the
United States, Canada, the United Kingdom, Australia,
and emerging European and Asian study hubs have
seen a surge in enrollments, particularly from

developing economies.

According to recent estimates, the total number of
internationally mobile students worldwide has
exceeded 6.5 million in 2024, with projections
indicating further growth in the coming years. The
expansion of international student recruitment
strategies, changes in visa policies, and the increasing
role of digital learning are shaping the way students

and institutions interact.

Some countries have adopted aggressive
internationalisation strategies, offering post-study
work opportunities, scholarship programs, and
immigration incentives to attract top talent. Others
have introduced stricter regulations due to rising
concerns about student overstay rates, labour market
saturation, and quality assurance issues in certain

programs.

The rapid digital transformation of higher education,
with the rise of hybrid and online learning models,
has also altered the decision-making process for

students.

While traditional in-person education remains
dominant, a growing number of students are opting
for transnational education (TNE) pathways,
dual-degree programs, and distance learning options

to reduce costs and enhance flexibility.

As international education becomes more
competitive, understanding the driving forces behind
student mobility—particularly the role of key source
markets—is essential for universities, policymakers,

and stakeholders looking to shape future strategies.

Significance of Key Source Markets Among the many
countries contributing to international student flows,
six key source markets—India, China, the Philippines,
Nigeria, Brazil, and Vietnam—are pivotal in shaping
global education trends in 2024. These countries have
consistently been the top senders of students to
major study destinations, and their mobility patterns

reflect broader economic, social, and policy dynamics.




India

India has emerged as the largest source of
international students globally, surpassing China in
several major study destinations, including Canada
and the UK. Over 1.3 million Indian students are
currently pursuing higher education abroad, driven
by factors such as limited domestic opportunities,
rising disposable incomes, and favourable

immigration policies in certain countries.

Key destinations for Indian students include
Canada, the U.S, the UK, Australia, and Germany,
with increasing interest in STEM, business,

healthcare, and Al-related fields.

China

Despite geopolitical tensions and China’s growing
domestic higher education capacity, the country
remains a leading sender of students abroad. In
2024, approximately 800,000 Chinese students were
studying overseas, with the U.S,, the UK, Canada,

and Australia remaining top choices.

The Chinese government’s emphasis on
self-sufficiency in education and research has led
to a slight decline in outbound numbers, but elite
students still pursue degrees in top-ranked

institutions abroad.

Philippines

The Philippines has become a critical source of
students, particularly in healthcare, education, and
business fields. Between 2022 and 2024, 50,879
study permits were issued to Filipino students in
Canada alone, reflecting the country’s growing

participation in global education.

Many students from the Philippines seek
international degrees as a pathway to better
employment opportunities and permanent

residency.

Nigeria

Nigeria remains a high-growth market for
international student recruitment, despite
challenges such as foreign exchange restrictions
and visa approval difficulties. Over 100,000 Nigerian
students are enrolled in overseas institutions, with

the UK and Canada being top destinations.

The country’'s booming youth population and high
unemployment rates continue to push students to

seek better prospects abroad.

Brazil

As the largest economy in Latin America, Brazil has
seen an increasing number of students opt for
higher education opportunities abroad. Brazilian
students are particularly drawn to North America,
Portugal, Spain, and France, and they are growing
interested in STEM, social sciences, and business

degrees.

Government-sponsored programs such as “Ciéncia
sem Fronteiras” (Science Without Borders) have

played a key role in promoting outbound mobility.

Vietnam

Vietnam has become an increasingly significant
contributor to global student mobility, with steady
growth in outbound students pursuing higher
education abroad. Key destinations for Vietnamese
students include the U.S., Canada, Australia, Japan,
and South Korea, with growing interest in business,

engineering, IT, and hospitality programs. E

conomic growth, expanding middle-class
aspirations, and government-backed scholarship
programs have fueled the demand for international

education.



These six countries collectively contribute over 3 million
international students to the global higher education system,
makRing them crucial marRets for universities and policymakRers.

Understanding the factors driving student mobility from these
regions can help institutions design targeted recruitment
strategies, enhance student experiences, and align policies with
market demandes.

Distribution of international students
from the six key source countries in 2024.

Philippines

Nigeria
Brazil

Vietnam China



Growth Trends and Key Destinations

In 2024, India has solidified its position as the
foremost source of international students globally.
The number of Indian students pursuing education
abroad has risen from 1,318,955 in 2023 to 1,335,878 in
2024. This upward trajectory underscores India's

growing influence in global education markets.

Canada has emerged as the top destination, hosting
approximately 427,000 Indian students. The United
States follows with 337,630 students, the United
Kingdom with 185,000, Australia with 122,202, and
Germany with 42,997. Notably, the U.S. has
experienced a significant shift; for the first time in 15
years, India has surpassed China as the largest
source of international students, highlighting a

pivotal change in student mobility patterns.

Fields of Study in Demand

Indian students predominantly pursue programs in
Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM). Business and management courses also

attract a substantial number of students, driven by

aspirations for global career opportunities.

Additionally, there is a growing interest in specialised
fields such as Artificial Intelligence, Data Science, and
Environmental Studies, reflecting the evolving global

job market and technological advancements.

Il India: The Leading Contributor to
Global Student Mobility

Visa and Policy Changes Impacting
Indian Students

Recent policy shifts in major destination countries

have significantly impacted Indian students:

*  United States: In 2024, the U.S. implemented
stricter F-1 visa regulations, limiting the duration
international students can remain outside the
country to five consecutive months while
maintaining their visa status. This change poses
challenges for students considering extended
breaks or internships abroad. Moreover, there
has been a 38% decline in F-1 visa issuances to
Indian students compared to the previous year,
attributed to processing delays, increased costs,
and heightened competition from other

countries.

*  Australia: The Australia-India Migration and
Mobility Partnership Agreement, signed in May
2023, has facilitated increased mobility for Indian
students and professionals. By the September
quarter of 2025, approximately 115,000 Indian
students were on student visas in Australia,
reflecting the country's efforts to attract talent
through favourable policies, including
recognition of Indian qualifications and

extended post-study work rights.




Economic and Social Drivers

Several factors contribute to the surge in Indian students seeking education abroad:

Economic Growth: India's expanding middle class, with increased disposable income, enables more families to

invest in international education for their children.

Educational Aspirations: The competitive nature of India's higher education system, coupled with limited
availability in premier institutions, drives students to seek quality education overseas.

Career Opportunities: International degrees often provide better employment prospects, both globally and

within India, making foreign education a lucrative investment.

Policy Incentives: Bilateral agreements and favourable immigration policies, such as extended post-study work

visas, make countries like Australia and Canada attractive destinations for Indian students.

Understanding these trends is crucial for policymakers and educational institutions aiming to attract and support

Indian students, as they navigate the complex interplay of global education dynamics and domestic aspirations.

Indian Students Studying Abroad by Destination (2024)
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Il China: Sustaining Outbound Mobility
Amid Domestic Reforms

Shift in Student Preferences Post-Pandemic

Enrollment Trends in Major
Study Destinations

In recent years, China has maintained its position as
one of the leading sources of international students
worldwide. However, the landscape of Chinese
student mobility has experienced notable shifts,
influenced by global events, domestic policies, and

changing perceptions of study destinations.

»  United States: The U.S. has traditionally been a
top destination for Chinese students. In the
2022/23 academic year, American institutions
hosted 289,525 Chinese students, a slight
decrease of 0.2% from the previous year. This
figure represents a 29% decline from the peak of
372,530 in the 2019/20 academic year.

e Canada: Canadian institutions saw their peak
enrollment of Chinese students in 2019, with
84,155 attendees. By 2023, this number had
decreased by 34%.

*  United Kingdom: The UK has managed to retain
its Chinese student population more effectively
than other major destinations. Despite global
challenges, the number of Chinese students in
the UK has remained relatively stable.

«  Australia: As of September 2024, Australia
reported a 16% increase in international student
enrollments compared to the same period in
2019, with Chinese students comprising 22% of
this population.

The COVID-19 pandemic has significantly influenced
Chinese students' preferences regarding study
destinations. While traditional destinations like the
U.S., UK, Canada, and Australia remain popular, there
is a growing interest in alternative countries.

»  Southeast Asia: Countries such as Thailand and
Malaysia have seen a surge in Chinese student
enrollments. Between 2015 and 2022, the number
of Chinese students in Thai higher education
institutions tripled, while Malaysia experienced a
nearly fourfold increase. Factors contributing to
this trend include geographical proximity,
cultural similarities, and more affordable
education costs.

»  Malaysia: In particular, Malaysia has become an
attractive destination for Chinese students. The
Chinese population in Malaysia nearly doubled
over three years, driven by an influx of students
and investors. In 2023, the number of Chinese
students in Malaysian higher education

institutions increased by 35%.

Impact of China's Higher Education
Investments

China's substantial investments in its domestic
higher education system have aimed to enhance the
quality and global competitiveness of its institutions.
Initiatives such as the "Double First Class" plan seek
to develop world-class universities and disciplines.

Despite these efforts, many Chinese students
continue to pursue education abroad. This trend can
be attributed to the perceived value of international
degrees, exposure to diverse cultures, and the
competitive advantage in the global job market.
However, as domestic institutions improve, there is
potential for a gradual decline in outbound student
numbers, especially if local universities can offer
comparable opportunities and recognition.



Visa Policies and Immigration Challenges

Visa policies and immigration regulations in host countries significantly impact Chinese students' decisions to study

abroad.

Number of Chinese Students

United States: The U.S. has implemented stricter visa regulations, which have contributed to a decline in Chinese
student enrollments. In the 2022/23 academic year, there was a 29% decrease compared to the peak in 2019/20.

United Kingdom: While the UK has maintained a stable number of Chinese students, there has been a 7.7%
decline over two years. Challenges such as lower English proficiency and reliance on Chinese social platforms
have affected integration and satisfaction.

Australia: Australia has seen a resurgence in international student enrollments, with a 16% increase compared to
pre-pandemic levels. Favourable visa policies and post-study work opportunities have made it an attractive
destination for Chinese students. In summary, while China continues to be a major contributor to global student
mobility, various factors—including domestic educational reforms, shifting student preferences, and evolving visa
policies—are reshaping the landscape of Chinese outbound student mobility. Understanding these dynamics is
crucial for policymakers and educational institutions aiming to attract and support Chinese students in an
increasingly competitive global education market.

Chinese Students Enrollment Trands in Major Destinations
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Increasing Participation in
International Education

In recent years, the Philippines has emerged as a
significant source of international students,
particularly in fields such as healthcare, education,
and business. This trend reflects the country's
commitment to enhancing educational opportunities

and addressing domestic economic challenges.

« Canada as a Primary Destination:
Canada has become a favoured destination for
Filipino students seeking quality education and
potential pathways to permanent residency. In
2023, nearly 49,000 Filipinos held Canadian study
permits, marking a 50% increase from 2022
figures. This surge in student migration has
prompted the Canadian government to reassess
its international student policies.

In 2024, Canada announced a cap on
international student permits at approximately
360,000, a 35% reduction from the previous year,
aiming to address housing shortages and
affordability challenges.

«  Demographic Insights:
A notable characteristic of Filipino study permit
holders in Canada is their status as mature
students, with an average age of 31in 2022. This
demographic trend suggests that many are
professionals seeking advanced education to
enhance their career prospects.

Additionally, there is a preference for vocational
institutions and colleges over traditional
universities, indicating a focus on practical skills

and immediate employability.

Il The Philippines: A Growing Contributor to
Global Student Mobility

Preferred Fields of Study

Filipino students abroad predominantly enrol in
programs that offer clear career pathways and
opportunities for advancement. The top fields of
study include:

«  Business: Programs in business administration,
management, and entrepreneurship are highly
sought after, aligning with the global demand for
business professionals.

»  Health Services: Nursing, caregiving, and other
health-related courses attract students aiming to
meet the international demand for healthcare
workers.

«  Hospitality and Tourism: Given the Philippines'
robust tourism industry, students often pursue
studies in hospitality management and tourism
to capitalise on global opportunities.

«  Engineering and Information Technology:
Courses in engineering disciplines and IT are
popular, reflecting the global need for skilled
professionals in these sectors.

Motivations for Studying Abroad

Several factors drive Filipino students to seek
education overseas:

Enhanced Employment Opportunities: International
qualifications are perceived to offer a competitive
edge in the job market, both locally and globally.

Pathways to Permanent Residency: Countries like
Canada provide avenues for international students to
transition to permanent residency, making education
an attractive migration strategy.

Quality of Education: Access to advanced facilities,
diverse curricula, and exposure to different cultures
contribute to the appeal of studying abroad.

Economic Considerations: While studying abroad
entails significant investment, the potential return in
terms of higher earning capacity and improved

quality of life motivates many students.



Implications and Future Outlook

The increasing number of Filipino students abroad has several implications:

Domestic Brain Drain: The migration of skilled individuals may lead to a shortage of professionals in critical sectors
within the Philippines.

Remittances and Economic Benefits: Graduates who secure employment overseas often contribute to the Philippine
economy through remittances, supporting local communities and driving economic growth.

Policy Development: The Philippine government may need to develop policies that balance the benefits of
international education with the need to retain talent domestically.

In conclusion, the Philippines' role in global student mobility is expanding, driven by individuals seeking better

education and career prospects. Understanding these trends is crucial for policymakers, educational institutions, and
stakeholders aiming to support and harness the potential of this growing demographic.

Filipino Study Permits in Top Four Destinations (2023-2025)
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I Vietnam: A Rising Player in Global Education

As of 2024, Vietnam has solidified its position as a significant contributor to global education markets,

with approximately 137,000 students pursuing higher education abroad. This figure not only underscores

Vietnam's leadership in Southeast Asia—accounting for 37% of the region's outbound student

population—but also places it 9th globally in terms of tertiary-level student mobility.

The trend of Viethnamese students seeking education overseas has been on a consistent upward trajectory.

Notably, over 90% of these students are self-funded, reflecting a robust commitment among Vietnamese

families to invest in international education.

Preferred Study Destinations and Emerging Markets

Vietnamese students have demonstrated clear
preferences for certain international study
destinations. The top five countries hosting
Vietnamese students are:

Japan: Japan has consistently been a leading
destination for Vietnamese students, primarily due to
cultural ties and scholarship opportunities. In 2021,
Japan hosted 43,275 Vietnamese students, making it
the most popular destination at that time.

However, recent trends indicate a decline; as of May
2023, the number decreased to 36,339, marking a 2.8%
drop from the previous year and the fourth
consecutive year of decline. Despite this, Japan
remains attractive due to its proximity, cultural
similarities, and the availability of scholarships and
financial aid programs tailored for Vietnamese
students.

United States: The United States continues to be a
prominent destination for Vietnamese students
seeking higher education. In the 2023-2024 academic
year, the U.S. experienced a 38% increase in
applications from Vietnamese students compared to

the previous year.

As of 2021, there were 23,155 Vietnamese students in
the U.S., making Vietnam the fifth-largest source of
international students in the country. The appeal of
the U.S. lies in its diverse educational programs,
extensive research opportunities, and the potential
for post-graduation employment.

South Korea: South Korea has become an
increasingly favoured choice among Vietnamese
students, offering attractive programs and cultural
proximity. By 2021, South Korea hosted 24,928
Vietnamese students. The country's appeal is
enhanced by affordable tuition fees, high-quality
education, and cultural similarities that ease the
adaptation process for Vietnamese students.

Australia: Australia is known for its high-quality
education system and favourable visa policies,
making it a preferred destination for Vietnamese
students. In 2021, Australia hosted 14,111 Vietnamese
students. The country's institutions are renowned for
their research facilities and diverse programs, and
the streamlined visa processes, along with
opportunities for permanent residency, add to its
attractiveness.

Canada: Canada is valued for its multicultural
environment and post-graduation opportunities. As
of 2021, Canada had 8,943 Vietnamese students. The
country's inclusive policies, high standard of living,
and pathways to permanent residency make it an
appealing choice for Vietnamese students seeking a
supportive environment for their studies and future

careers.

In summary, Vietnamese students are drawn to these
countries due to a combination of cultural
connections, quality education systems, financial
support opportunities, and favourable immigration
policies. Understanding these factors is crucial for
educational institutions and policymakers aiming to
attract and support Vietnamese students in their

academic pursuits.



While traditional destinations remain popular, there's a growing interest in regional education hubs. Countries
within Southeast Asia are becoming attractive alternatives, offering quality education closer to home and at more
affordable costs.

Government Support and Educational Pathways

The Vietnamese government has been proactive in enhancing the quality of education and promoting international
integration. In October 2024, Decree No. 124/2024/ND-CP (issued by the Vietnamese Government ) amended
regulations on foreign cooperation and investment in education. This decree aims to attract reputable international
educational institutions and ensure that foreign-invested educational entities align with national standards and
cultural values.

Additionally, the Education Development Strategy by 2030 ( Decision 1705/QD-TTg ) emphasises the continuation of
comprehensive education reform to meet the demands of industrialisation and modernisation. This strategy
underscores the government's commitment to fostering international collaboration and improving educational quality.
These strategic initiatives reflect Vietnam's dedication to elevating its educational standards and expanding
opportunities for students to engage in global academic experiences.

For educational institutions and policymakers worldwide, understanding Vietnam's dynamic educational landscape is

crucial. Tailored recruitment strategies, supportive visa policies, and culturally responsive programs are essential to
attract and support Vietnamese students in their academic pursuits.

Vietnamese Students in Major Study Destinations (2021-2024)
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I Nigeria: A High-Growth Market in

International Student Mobility

Overview of Nigerian Student
Enrollment Abroad

Nigeria continues to be a significant contributor to
the global pool of international students, with over
100,000 Nigerians currently enrolled in institutions
worldwide. The United States, United Kingdom, and
Canada are among the top destinations for Nigerian
students.

United States:

In the 2023/2024 academic year, Nigerian student
enrollment in U.S. colleges and universities reached
20,029, marking a 13.5% increase from the previous
year. This growth positions Nigeria as the leading
African source of international students in the U.S.
and seventh globally.

United Kingdom:

Recent data indicates a decline in interest from
Nigerian students toward UK institutions. In 2024,
searches for study opportunities by Nigerian
students decreased across all disciplines, posing
potential challenges for universities that have heavily
relied on Nigerian enrollments.

This trend is particularly concerning for UK
universities, which have seen a significant drop in
deposits for courses starting in 2024. The decline is
partly attributed to policy changes, including
restrictions on international students bringing
dependents, which disproportionately affect Nigerian
applicants.

Canada:

Canada has experienced a notable increase in study
permit applications from Nigerian students. Between
January 1, 2022, and January 31, 2024, Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) received
134178 applications from Nigerian residents. However,
approval rates remain a concern; in 2023, only 35% of
Nigerian applicants were approved, with 55,993
refusals out of 87,070 total applications. This low
approval rate may deter prospective students from
considering Canada as a viable study destination.

Challenges Facing Nigerian
Students Abroad

Despite the growing numbers of Nigerian students
pursuing higher education abroad, several obstacles
continue to hinder their experiences. These
challenges range from financial barriers to
immigration hurdles and social integration
difficulties.

Financial Constraints:

One of the most significant challenges Nigerian
students face is the financial burden associated with
studying abroad. The cost of tuition, accommodation,
and living expenses in popular study destinations
such as the UK, US, and Canada has risen sharply.

In 2024, the average annual tuition for international
students in Canada will be around CAD 36,100 for
undergraduate programs and CAD 21,100 for
postgraduate studies. In the UK, tuition fees range
between £15,000 and £38,000 annually, depending on
the program and institution.

Additionally, the Nigerian Naira (NGN) has
experienced significant devaluation against major
currencies. In early 2024, the exchange rate fluctuated
between NGN 1,400 - 1,500 per USD, making it
increasingly difficult for students to afford
international education.

Many students rely on personal savings, family
support, and scholarships, but with limited
scholarship opportunities and high living costs,

affordability remains a major concern.




Visa and Immigration Hurdles

Securing a study visa is a critical step for Nigerian
students, but visa policies in many destination
countries are becoming stricter. In Canada, visa
rejection rates for Nigerian applicants reached over
65% in 2023, mainly due to concerns over financial
sufficiency and potential immigration risks.

In contrast, the US reported a 30% increase in
student visa approvals for Nigerians in 2024,
indicating a more favourable policy shift.

In the UK, @ major policy change in 2024 restricted
international students, particularly those in
postgraduate programs, from bringing dependents.
This directly impacts Nigerian students, as they made
up 45% of dependent visa holders in 2022.

The restriction has led many prospective students to
reconsider the UK as a destination, opting instead for
Canada and Germany, where dependent policies
remain more flexible.

Social and Cultural Integration

Adapting to a new cultural and academic
environment presents challenges for many Nigerian
students. Cultural differences, language barriers, and
limited social support networks can contribute to
feelings of isolation and homesickness.

A survey conducted in early 2024 among Nigerian
students in the UK found that 62% reported
difficulties in adjusting to the academic system,
which often differs from the rote learning methods
familiar in Nigeria. Additionally, 48% cited
discrimination and racial biases as obstacles to their
social integration.

Institutions with strong support programs, such as
mentorship initiatives, African student societies, and
mental health resources, have been crucial in

improving student well-being and retention.

Driving Factors Behind the Trend

Despite the challenges, Nigerian students continue to
pursue international education due to several key
motivating factors:

Youthful Demographics and High Unemployment
Rates:

Nigeria has one of the world's fastest-growing youth
populations, with over 60% of its population under
the age of 25. However, job creation has not kept
pace with the growing number of graduates, leading
to high unemployment rates. As of 2024, Nigeria's
youth unemployment rate stands at 43.5%, pushing
many young people to seek higher education abroad
as a pathway to better job opportunities.

Perceived Quality of Education:

Many Nigerian students view international education
as superior to what is available locally. Nigerian
universities have faced significant challenges,
including frequent academic strikes, outdated

curricula, and limited research opportunities.

In contrast, countries like Canada and the UK offer
industry-aligned programs, strong research funding,
and state-of-the-art learning facilities. In a recent
2024 survey by the Nigerian Students Abroad
Association (NSAA), 78% of students cited access to
world-class education and career opportunities as
the primary reason for choosing to study abroad.

Pathways to Permanent Residency:

Many students consider international education as a
stepping stone to long-term residency. Countries
such as Canada and Australia have post-graduate
work permits and immigration pathways that allow
international students to transition into the
workforce and eventually apply for permanent
residency.

For example, in 2024, Canada extended its
Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP) program,
allowing students from eligible institutions to work
for up to three years after graduation. In 2023 alone,
over 17,000 Nigerian students obtained Canadian
work permits, demonstrating a strong interest in
using education as a migration pathway.



Implications and Future Outlook

The growing outflow of Nigerian students has significant implications for both Nigeria and the destination countries.

Economic Impact:

Nigeria experiences both benefits and drawbacks from the migration of students abroad. On the one hand, the
country loses a significant portion of its talent pool, often referred to as a "brain drain." Highly skilled graduates may
choose to remain in their host countries, contributing to their economies rather than returning to Nigeria.

On the other hand, Nigerian students and professionals abroad send substantial remittances back home. In 2023,
remittances from Nigerians in the diaspora totalled $23 billion, a portion of which comes from students working
abroad. This financial inflow supports families, pays for tuition, and stimulates the local economy.

Policy Considerations:

The Nigerian government may need to take proactive steps to retain talent within the country. Some potential policy
solutions include:

«  Expanding scholarship opportunities to make local and international education more accessible.

«  Developing partnerships with foreign universities to establish transnational education (TNE) programs that
allow students to earn international degrees while studying in Nigeria.

«  Creating incentives for returning graduates, such as tax breaks or job placement programs, to encourage
Nigerian students to return and contribute to the country's economy.

Nigerian Student Enrollment in Top Study Destinations (2023/2024)
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in Global Education

I Brazil: Latin America's Emerging Powerhouse

Brazil, the largest country in Latin America, has become a key player in the global education market.

With a growing middle class, a strong emphasis on internationalisation, and strategic

government-backed mobility programs, Brazilian students are increasingly seeking education abroad.

In 2024, Brazil continues to be one of the top source countries for international students, particularly

in fields such as engineering, business, and healthcare.

Trends in Outbound Student Mobility

The number of Brazilian students pursuing
international education has been steadily increasing
over the past decade. Despite economic fluctuations,
2024 has seen a resurgence in outbound mobility,
driven by factors such as better academic
opportunities, career advancement, and international

exposure.

In 2023, over 100,000 Brazilian students were
enrolled in universities abroad, and the number
is expected to increase by 8-10% in 2024.

The United States, Portugal, Canada, and France
remain the top destinations for Brazilian
students, with increasing interest in Germany
and Spain.

STEM fields (Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics) account for nearly 40% of
Brazilian student enrollments abroad, reflecting
the country's focus on technical and industrial
growth.

The resurgence of international student mobility
from Brazil is also influenced by the recovery of
exchange rates. The Brazilian Real (BRL) has
stabilised in 2024, making foreign education relatively
more accessible compared to previous years.

Preferred Study Destinations and
Course Preferences

Brazilian students are drawn to study destinations
that offer high-quality education, strong post-study
work opportunities, and cultural or linguistic
familiarity.

Top Study Destinations in 2024

»  United States: The US remains the leading
destination, hosting over 15,000 Brazilian
students in 2024. Prestigious universities,
research opportunities, and scholarships make it
a top choice.

*  Portugal: With shared linguistic and cultural ties,
Portugal has become the second most popular
destination. In 2024, Brazilian student
enrollments in Portuguese universities
surpassed 13,500, a 12% increase from 2023.

e Canada: The number of Brazilian students in
Canada has grown significantly, with over 14,000
study permits issued in 2023, and 2024 trends
indicate a further 10% growth. Canada’s
immigration pathways, such as the
Post-Graduation Work Permit (PGWP), make it an
attractive option.

e France: The French government’s investment in
internationalisation and partnerships with
Brazilian universities has driven a 9% rise in

Brazilian student enrollments in 2024.

»  Germany and Spain: These countries are gaining
popularity due to tuition-free or low-cost
education options and strong ties to Brazil's
industrial sectors.



Popular Fields of Study .
Role of Government and Private

»  Engineering and Technology: Sector in Funding

Given Brazil's industrial expansion, nearly 28% of . ) )
o ) The Brazilian government has historically played a
Brazilian students abroad are enrolled in o ) o . )
) ) significant role in promoting international education
engineering-related programs. i )
through various scholarship and exchange programs.

*  Business and Economics: e . .
Government Initiatives Supporting International

About 22% of Brazilian students pursue business, .
Education

finance, and economics degrees, seeking global

exposure in corporate leadership. CAPES and CNPa Scholarshi
. an q Scholarships:

N A = These government agencies continue to fund
*  Health and Medical Sciences: . )
) thousands of Brazilian students pursuing
Due to Brazil's healthcare reforms, there has been a
graduate and doctoral degrees abroad.

= In 2024, the CAPES program has funded over
5,000 Brazilian students in postgraduate

growing interest in medical studies abroad,
particularly in Argentina, Portugal, and Canada.

. . programs worldwide.
*  Environmental Sciences and Renewable Energy:

Brazil's focus on sustainability has led to a 15% . . . .
. ) o ) «  Science Without Borders (Ciéncia sem Fronteiras)
increase in students enrolling in environmental and Revival

evival:

energy-related programs in 2024.

= This program, which was paused in 2017, has
been partially revived in 2024 to support STEM
students with international scholarships.

= The new version of the program aims to send at
least 8,000 Brazilian students abroad annually.

»  State-Specific Scholarship Programs:
= S3o Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, and Minas Gerais have
launched regional scholarships for students
aiming to study in North America and Europe.

Private Sector and Institutional Partnerships

»  Corporations like Petrobras, Vale, and Embraer have
partnered with international universities to sponsor
Brazilian students in engineering and technology
programs.

»  Brazilian banks and private education companies
are increasingly offering student loans and financial
aid, making international education more accessible.




Cultural and Economic Factors
Influencing Decisions

Brazilian students' decisions to study abroad are
shaped by a mix of economic conditions, cultural
aspirations, and long-term career goals.

Economic Motivations
»  Higher Salaries and Employment Prospects:
= Graduates from international institutions
earn 20-40% more than their counterparts

who graduate from Brazilian universities.

= Many students pursue education abroad
to gain competitive advantages in Brazil's
job market or secure global employment
opportunities.

e Fluctuating Exchange Rates:
= The BRL/USD exchange rate has stabilised
in 2024, making education in the US and
Canada slightly more affordable.

= European destinations like Portugal and
Spain remain attractive due to lower
tuition costs.

Cultural and Linguistic Influences
«  Portuguese-Speaking Destinations:
= Portugal remains a preferred destination
due to its cultural similarities and
language compatibility, reducing
adaptation difficulties.

= Brazilian students also explore Spain due
to linguistic similarities between
Portuguese and Spanish.

* International Exposure and Prestige:
= Studying abroad is seen as a status
symbol and an opportunity to broaden
global networks.

= 75% of Brazilian students abroad report
that an international degree improves
their employability.

Number of Brazilian Students
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Future Outlook: Brazil's Growing
Influence in International Education

Looking ahead, Brazil's participation in global
education is expected to rise further. Key trends
include:

Growth in STEM and Sustainability Programs:
Brazil's focus on renewable energy and sustainability
will drive more students toward specialised
international programs.

Increased Private Sector Involvement:
More corporations will sponsor students to gain skills
required in Brazil's evolving economy.

Diversification of Study Destinations:

Beyond traditional choices like the US and Portugal,
more students will explore Germany, Spain, and Asian
countries.

Policy Reforms in Inmigration-Friendly Destinations:
Countries like Canada and Australia will continue
attracting Brazilian students due to post-study work
and immigration pathways.

Brazilian Student Enrollment in
Top Study Destinations (2024)
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I Comparative Analysis of Key Source Markets

in International Student Mobility

International student mobility has undergone significant transformations in recent years, influenced

by global events, policy changes, and shifting economic landscapes. This analysis delves into the

latest data from 2024, examining key source countries, their growth trajectories, preferred study

destinations, course preferences, and the underlying push and pull factors driving these trends.

Student Numbers and Growth Rates

China: China continues to be the largest source of
international students globally. In 2021, over 1 million
Chinese students were studying abroad, more than
double the number from India, the second-largest
source country. While specific data for 2024 is
pending release, historical trends suggest a steady
growth in outbound mobility, driven by China's
expanding middle class and the pursuit of
high-quality education.

India: India remains a significant contributor to the
global student population. In 2021, approximately
508,000 Indian students were studying abroad. The
United States, the United Kingdom, Canada, and
Australia are among the top destinations for Indian
students. The growth rate of Indian students studying
abroad has been influenced by factors such as visa
policies, post-study work opportunities, and
geopolitical relations.

Nigeria: Nigeria has emerged as a notable source of
international students, particularly in
English-speaking countries. In the United Kingdom,
Nigerian students accounted for 72,350 enrollments,
making them one of the top non-EU nationalities.
The country's youthful demographic and high
unemployment rates continue to drive students to
seek educational opportunities abroad.

Vietnam: Vietnam is another significant source
country, with around 100,000 students studying
abroad in 2021. The United States, Japan, and
Australia are among the preferred destinations for
Vietnamese students. Economic growth and a
burgeoning middle class in Vietnam have contributed
to the increasing number of students seeking
education overseas.

Most Popular Study Destinations

United States: The United States remains the leading
host country for international students, with
approximately 950,000 enrollments in 2022. The
country's diverse range of institutions, research
opportunities, and cultural experiences make it a
prime destination for students worldwide.

United Kingdom: The United Kingdom hosts over
630,000 international students as of 2022. The UK's
rich academic heritage, combined with favourable
post-study work policies, continues to attract
students, particularly from China, India, and Nigeria.

Canada: Canada has seen a significant rise in
international student numbers, with over 550,000
enrollments in 2022. Its inclusive immigration
policies, quality education system, and multicultural
environment make it an attractive destination for
students from India, China, and Nigeria.

Australia: Australia has been a popular destination;
however, recent policy changes have impacted its
attractiveness. In 2024, the Australian government
announced plans to cap new international student
enrollments at 270,000 for 2025, aiming to control
high migration levels and address housing pressures.
This policy shift may influence the future growth rate
of international students in Australia.




Course Preferences and Emerging Fields

International students' course preferences are
influenced by global economic trends, job market
demands, and technological advancements.

STEM Fields:

Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics
(STEM) disciplines continue to attract a significant
portion of international students. The demand for
expertise in areas like artificial intelligence, data
science, and renewable energy has led to increased
enrollments in these fields.

Business and Management:

Business-related courses remain popular, with
students aiming to acquire skills in international
business, finance, and entrepreneurship. The global
nature of business education provides students with
opportunities to work in diverse environments.

Health and Medical Sciences:

The COVID-19 pandemic has heightened interest in
health-related fields. Students are increasingly
pursuing courses in public health, nursing, and
medicine to contribute to global health initiatives.

Environmental Sciences:

Growing awareness of climate change and
sustainability has led to a surge in students enrolling
in environmental science programs. These courses
equip students with the knowledge to address
environmental challenges and promote sustainable
practices.

Key Push and Pull Factors

Understanding the motivations behind students'
decisions to study abroad involves analysing both
push and pull factors.

Push Factors

*  Economic Conditions: High unemployment rates
and limited job prospects in home countries
push students to seek better opportunities
abroad.

*  Educational Limitations: Limited access to
quality education and specialised programs in
home countries drive students to pursue studies
elsewhere.

»  Sociopolitical Instability: Political unrest and
safety concerns can motivate students to seek
education in more stable environments.

Pull Factors

»  Quality of Education: The reputation of
institutions, availability of advanced research
facilities, and quality faculty attract students to
certain countries.

*  Post-Study Opportunities: Policies that allow
students to work after graduation and pathways
to permanent residency are significant
incentives.

*  Cultural Experience: Exposure to diverse
cultures, languages, and international networks
enhances the appeal of studying abroad.

»  Financial Support: The availability of
scholarships, grants, and affordable tuition fees
can influence destination choices.




Conclusion

The landscape of international student mobility is dynamic, shaped by a
complex interplay of economic, political, and social factors. As of 2024,
traditional source countries like China and India continue to dominate,
while nations such as Nigeria and Vietnam are emerging as significant

contributors.

Destination countries must adapt to these trends, considering policy
impacts and the evolving preferences of international students.
Understanding these patterns is crucial for educational institutions,
policymakers, and stakeholders aiming to foster and support global

education initiatives.

Estimated Number of International Students from
Key Source Countries (2024)
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I Future Outlook and Strategic

Recommendations in Global Student Mobility

The landscape of international student mobility is continually evolving, influenced by global events,

policy shifts, and technological advancements. This section explores emerging trends shaping global

student mobility, offers policy recommendations for destination countries, outlines best practices for

student recruitment and retention, and examines the role of technology and online learning in this

dynamic environment.

Emerging Trends Shaping Global Student Mobility

Diversification of Source Countries:

While traditional source countries like China and
India continue to dominate international student
populations, there's a notable rise in students
from emerging markets such as Vietnam, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh.

These countries are increasingly contributing to
the global student body, with students seeking
quality education and better career prospects
abroad. For instance, Vietnam and Nepal are
showing a growing preference for the UK and the
US over other destinations.

Policy-Induced Mobility Shifts:
Changes in immigration and education policies
significantly impact student mobility patterns.

In the UK, stricter regulations on international
students bringing dependents have led to a 13%
decline in study visa applications, affecting
university revenues and prompting institutions to
reassess their recruitment strategies.

Emergence of New Study Destinations:
Students are increasingly considering
non-traditional destinations for their education.
For example, due to limited availability in UK
medical schools, aspiring medical students are
turning to Eastern European countries like
Bulgaria.

Bulgaria has become the fastest-growing provider
of EU-trained medical graduates to the UK's
National Health Service (NHS).

Integration of Hybrid Learning Models:

The global pandemic has accelerated the adoption
of hybrid learning models, combining online and
in-person instruction. This approach offers
flexibility and accessibility, making international
education more attainable for students unable to
relocate.

Institutions are investing in technology to support
these models, recognising their potential to reach
a broader audience.




Policy Recommendations for
Destination Countries

To remain competitive and attractive to
international students, destination countries
should consider the following policy

recommendations:

Streamline Visa and Immigration Processes:
Simplifying visa application procedures and
providing clear, transparent guidelines can
enhance a country's appeal to prospective
students.

Reducing bureaucratic hurdles and processing
times demonstrates a welcoming attitude and
facilitates smoother transitions for students.

Develop Comprehensive Talent Strategies:
Governments should coordinate national talent
recruitment and retention strategies, focusing on
international researchers and students at all

levels.

For example, the U.S. Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP) is advised to oversee
such strategies, ensuring a cohesive approach
across federal departments and agencies.

Enhance Post-Graduation Opportunities:
Offering clear pathways to employment and
residency post-graduation can make a destination

more attractive.

Policies that allow international graduates to
contribute to the local economy and society
encourage students to choose that country for
their studies.

Foster Cultural and Social Integration:
Implementing programs that support cultural
acclimation and social integration can improve the

overall student experience.

For instance, UK universities are encouraged to
provide better support for Chinese students,
addressing challenges such as language barriers
and social integration to enhance their academic

and social experiences.

Best Practices for Student
Recruitment and Retention

Educational institutions play a pivotal role in
attracting and retaining international students.

The following practices are recommended:

Invest in Support Services:

Providing robust support services, including
academic advising, mental health resources, and
career counselling, can significantly enhance

student satisfaction and retention.

Tailored support addressing the unique needs of
international students fosters a supportive

environment conducive to success.

Engage in Ethical Recruitment Practices:
Transparency and integrity in recruitment are
paramount. Collaborating with reputable agents
and ensuring accurate representation of programs

and services build trust with prospective students.

The American International Recruitment Council
(AIRC) emphasises the importance of ethical
practices in international enrollment
management.

Leverage Alumni Networks:

Alumni can serve as ambassadors, sharing their
positive experiences and guiding prospective
students.

Engaging alumni in recruitment efforts and
creating mentorship opportunities can provide

valuable support to current students.

Monitor and Adapt to Market Trends:

Staying informed about global education trends
allows institutions to adapt their offerings and
strategies accordingly.

Regularly analysing data on student preferences,
emerging markets, and competitive landscapes
ensures that recruitment efforts are targeted and
effective.




The Role of Technology and Online Learning

Technology is revolutionising international education, offering new avenues for learning and engagement.

Expansion of Online and Hybrid Programs:
The adoption of online and hybrid learning
models has expanded access to education,
allowing students to engage with institutions
worldwide without geographical constraints.

This flexibility caters to diverse learning needs
and can attract a broader student base.

Virtual Recruitment and Support:

Utilising virtual platforms for recruitment fairs,
campus tours, and orientation programs can reach
a wider audience and provide continuous support
to international students.

These tools facilitate engagement and community
building, which is essential for student retention.

Data-Driven Decision Making:

Implementing data analytics enables institutions
to track student progress, identify at-risk
individuals, and tailor interventions accordingly.
Data-driven approaches enhance the effectiveness
of support services and academic programs.

In conclusion, the future of global student
mobility is shaped by a complex interplay of
policy decisions, institutional practices, and

technological advancements.

By embracing these emerging trends and
implementing strategic recommendations,
destination countries and educational institutions
can foster a thriving environment for international

students, enriching the global educational

landscape.
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