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I Key Insights:

Emerging Study Destinations in 2024

B Germany

Germany's reputation as an academic powerhouse

continues to rise, bolstered by significant changes in

its immigration policies. In 2024, the country is not
only broadening access to its prestigious
universities but also enhancing its appeal to skilled
international graduates. The expansion of the EU
Blue Card to include sectors like healthcare and
education reflects Germany's proactive stance in
addressing labour shortages.

The newly introduced points-based system, which
grants non-EU students a one-year visa to seek
employment post-graduation, is a strategic move
that positions Germany as a prime destination for
students with career aspirations in Europe. This
combination of academic excellence and tangible
career pathways makes Germany a beacon for
ambitious students globally.

I I France

France remains an enduring favourite for students
drawn to its rich cultural heritage and academic
tradition, particularly in the arts, humanities, and
social sciences. Recent policy reforms have further
strengthened its position, with streamlined visa
processes and a broader range of English-taught
programs now available.

France's strategic location in Europe, coupled with
its cultural dynamism, offers students not just an
education but a holistic experience. These factors
ensure that France continues to be a magnet for
international students, particularly those seeking a
vibrant and intellectually stimulating environment.

. . Ireland

Ireland is rapidly emerging as a go-to destination
for students interested in technology and business.
The country's post-study work visa, which allows
graduates to stay and work in Ireland for up to two
years, is a significant draw. Ireland’s booming tech
industry, combined with its English-speaking
environment, positions it as a compelling
alternative to the UK.

The country's robust economy and welcoming
atmosphere make it an increasingly popular choice
for students looking to study abroad and secure a
foothold in the European job market.

= Russia

In 2024, Russia solidifies its position as a key player
in global education, hosting over 350,000
international students. The country’s appeal is
driven by affordable tuition fees and a broad range
of programs in both English and Russian.

Key feeder nations include China, India, and
Vietnam, with notable growth in fields such as
engineering (10% increase), medicine (8%
increase), and IT (12% increase). Moscow and St.
Petersburg remain top destinations, with emerging
cities like Kazan gaining popularity due to their
strong academic offerings and multicultural
environments.




I
= Netherlands

The Netherlands is experiencing a surge in
international student numbers, particularly in STEM
fields, reflecting the country’s growing reputation for
innovation and high-quality education. However,
this rapid growth has also highlighted challenges,
such as overcrowded campuses and a critical
shortage of student housing.

Despite these issues, the Netherlands remains a top
destination, especially for students in technology
and engineering, where post-graduation
employment prospects are strong. The country’s
pragmatic approach to education and its strategic
focus on retaining skilled graduates make it an
attractive option for students looking to build a
career in Europe.

H N
—y— Sweden

Sweden is gaining international recognition for its
forward-thinking education system, particularly in
the fields of environmental science and technology.
The country’'s emphasis on sustainability and
innovation resonates with students who are
passionate about addressing global challenges.
Sweden’s high quality of life, coupled with its
inclusive and progressive policies, enhances its
appeal as a study destination.

For students seeking an education that aligns with

their values and prepares them to tackle future
challenges, Sweden offers an ideal environment.
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. Malta

Malta is rapidly emerging as a key destination for
international students, particularly in the field of
medicine. In 2024, the country attracted over 10,000
international students, largely from the UK, India,
Nigeria, and the MENA region. Medicine remains the
most popular field, with institutions like the
University of Malta and QMUL Malta Campus offering
globally recognized degrees.

Additionally, programs in health sciences, business,
and management are seeing growing interest.
Valletta and Msida are the academic hubs, blending
Malta's historical charm with modern educational
facilities, making it an increasingly attractive choice
for students worldwide.

— Uzbekistan

Uzbekistan is rapidly positioning itself as a key
destination for international students, particularly
in medicine. With over 40,000 international students
in 2024, Uzbekistan has seen a notable rise in
enrollments from feeder nations such as India,
Pakistan, and Kazakhstan. Medicine, dentistry, and
pharmacy are the most popular fields, with
institutions like Tashkent Medical Academy and
Samarkand State Medical Institute leading the way.

Tashkent and Samarkand serve as the academic
hubs, attracting students with their modern
facilities and affordable, internationally recognized
degree programs. This trend highlights Uzbekistan's
growing importance in global medical education.




Introduction

As the world of higher education continues to evolve, the global stage is

witnessing a shift in the preferences of international students. While the United

States, United Kingdom, Australia, and Canada have long held the spotlight as

the "Big Four" study destinations, a new wave of countries is emerging as

compelling alternatives. Germany, France, the Netherlands, Ireland, Sweden,

and New Zealand are stepping into the limelight, offering not just world-class

education but also unique experiences and opportunities that cater to the

diverse needs of today’s students.

Germany, often recognized as the economic engine
of Europe, is rapidly becoming a beacon for
international students, particularly those interested
in STEM fields. With tuition-free education at its
public universities and an expanding EU Blue Card
scheme, Germany is making it easier than ever for
students to transition from academia to the

workforce.

In 2024, Germany's introduction of a points-based
immigration system has further solidified its appeal,
allowing skilled graduates to secure one-year job
search visas—a strategy that's already attracting a

surge of international talent.

France, with its blend of tradition and modernity,
continues to enchant students from around the
globe. Known for its excellence in the arts,
humanities, and social sciences, France is also
becoming more accessible thanks to an increase in
English-taught programs and streamlined visa

processes.

In 2024, the allure of France extends beyond its
iconic landmarks; it's about the vibrant,
multicultural learning environment that immerses
students in both academic rigor and cultural

richness.

Ireland’s rise as a tech and business education
powerhouse is nothing short of remarkable. The
country’s booming tech industry and its post-study
work visa, which allows graduates to stay for up to
two years, are powerful incentives for students.
Ireland’s appeal lies not just in its academic
offerings but also in its friendly, English-speaking
environment, which makes it a natural alternative to

the UK for many students.

With close to 50,000 international students currently
enrolled, Ireland’s higher education sector is on an
upward trajectory, promising even greater growth in
2024.

Lastly, Russia solidifies its position as a key player
in global education, hosting over 350,000
international students. The country’s appeal is
driven by affordable tuition fees and a broad range

of programs in both English and Russian.

Key feeder nations include China, India, and
Vietnam, with notable growth in fields suc
engineering (10% increase), medicine (8
and IT (12% increase). Moscow and S
remain top destinations, with emer
Kazan gaining popularity due to the

academic offerings and multicultural



The Netherlands, meanwhile, has positioned itself
as a hub for innovation and technology. Despite
challenges like overcrowded campuses, the Dutch
education system’s focus on practical skills and
employability remains a significant draw. The
country’s reputation for fostering creativity and
critical thinking continues to attract a growing
number of international students, particularly in
fields like engineering and computer science. As of
2024, the Netherlands is home to over 115,000
international students, with numbers continuing to
climb as more students seek to tap into its dynamic

job market.

In Sweden, the focus on sustainability and
innovation resonates strongly with students who are
passionate about making a difference in the world.
Sweden’s educational system is lauded for its
emphasis on critical thinking and problem-solving,
particularly in fields like environmental science and
technology. The country’s inclusive and progressive
policies, combined with its high quality of life, make
Sweden an increasingly attractive destination for
international students seeking a forward-thinking

education.

This research delves into the factors driving the rise of

these non-conventional study destinations. By exploring

the latest data and trends from 2024, we aim to uncover

the unigue perks that Germany, France, the Netherlands,

Ireland, Sweden, and New Zealand offer to international

students, providing a deeper understanding of why these

countries are becoming the new go-to choices for

education and beyond.



Germany’s 2024 Strategy:

Navigating Academic Excellence with
Innovative Immigration Policies

Germany has solidified its reputation as a premier destination for international students, thanks to its robust

education system, world-class research opportunities, and increasingly favourable immigration policies. In 2024,
Germany is not just a hub for traditional engineering disciplines but is also becoming a leader in emerging fields like
Data Science and Artificial Intelligence (Al). This article provides a data-driven analysis of student migration trends to

Germany, highlighting the most popular fields of study, top cities for international students, and key courses that are

driving Germany's growth as a leading global education destination.

Surge in International Student
Enrollment

Germany's international student population has
seen a steady increase, with over 411,000
international students enrolled in 2024, up from
394,665 in 2022. This represents a growth rate of
approximately 4%, underscoring Germany's growing
attractiveness to students worldwide.

The largest source countries include China, India,
Turkey, and Iran, with Indian student enrollments
alone increasing by nearly 20% year-on-year,
totalling over 35,000 students in 2024. Chinese
students remain the largest group, with over 40,000
students enrolled, while countries like Egypt and
Nigeria are also contributing to the growing
diversity of Germany'’s student population.

Top Cities for International
Students

Berlin, Munich, and Frankfurt are the top cities for
international students, offering a blend of
high-quality education, vibrant cultural scenes, and
strong job markets.

Berlin: Known for its diverse and inclusive
environment, Berlin is home to some of Germany's
most prestigious institutions, including Humboldt
University and the Free University of Berlin. Berlin
hosts over 35,000 international students, making it
the most popular city for foreign students in
Germany.

Munich: With over 30,000 international students,
Munich is renowned for its technical universities
like the Technical University of Munich (TUM) and
Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. The city’s
strong ties to industries such as automotive and
engineering make it particularly attractive to
students in STEM fields.

Frankfurt: Frankfurt is a major financial hub,
attracting students interested in business, finance,
and economics. The Goethe University Frankfurt
and Frankfurt School of Finance & Management are
key institutions driving this city's appeal, with over
20,000 international students.




Popular Fields of Study: STEM and
Beyond

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) fields continue to dominate international
student enrollment in Germany. Engineering programs
are the most sought-after, particularly in Mechanical
Engineering, Electrical Engineering, and Computer
Science. In 2024, over 40% of international students in
Germany are enrolled in engineering-related disciplines.

However, there is a notable rise in the popularity of
fields like Data Science, Artificial Intelligence (Al), and
Environmental Engineering. The rise of Industry 4.0 and
Germany's leadership in automotive and industrial
automation are fueling interest in these areas.

Data Science and Al:

Programs in Data Science and Al have seen a surge in
applications, with universities like the University of
Stuttgart and the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology (KIT)
leading the way. These programs are designed to meet
the growing demand for data-driven decision-making
and Al technologies across industries.

Environmental Engineering:

As global attention shifts towards sustainability,
Germany's strong environmental policies and research
in renewable energy make it a key destination for
students in Environmental Engineering. The Technical
University of Munich (TUM) and the University of
Freiburg are top choices for these programs.

Favorable Immigration Policies and
Post-Graduation Opportunities

Germany'’s evolving immigration policies are a significant
factor in its growing appeal. The introduction of a
points-based immigration system in 2024 allows skilled
non-EU graduates to obtain a one-year visa to search for
employment, aligning educational pathways with career
opportunities. Additionally, the EU Blue Card, which
facilitates the stay of highly qualified workers, has been
expanded to cover more sectors, including IT, healthcare,
and engineering.

This policy shift is particularly attractive to international
students, as it provides a clear route from education to
employment in Germany. According to a survey
conducted by the German Academic Exchange Service
(DAAD), 60% of international students plan to stay and
work in Germany after graduation, highlighting the
country’s strong job market and welcoming environment
for skilled professionals.

Key Courses and Programs in 2024
Several courses and programs have emerged as
particularly popular among international students in
2024:

M.Sc. in Data Engineering and Analytics

(Technical University of Munich):

This program is at the forefront of the data science
revolution, offering students hands-on experience with
cutting-edge technologies.

M.Sc. in Robotics, Cognition,

Intelligence (Technical University of Munich):

A leading program for those interested in Al and
robotics, reflecting Germany's strengths in industrial
automation.

M.Eng. in Mechanical Engineering

(RWTH Aachen University):

Renowned globally, this program continues to attract the
best and brightest from around the world.

MBA in International Business

(Goethe University Frankfurt):

Located in Germany’s financial hub, this MBA program is
tailored for students aiming to enter the global business
arena
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I France in 2024:

A Cultural and Academic Hub
for International Studies

France has long been one of the top study destinations
globally, known for its rich cultural heritage,
world-renowned institutions, and strong academic
traditions. In 2024, France continues to attract a diverse
array of international students, with a particular
increase in enrollments from key feeder nations.

This article delves into the latest data on student
migration to France, highlighting the most popular
fields of study, key cities, and courses that are drawing
international attention.

Rising International
Student Enrollment

As of 2024, France hosts approximately 385,000
international students, reflecting a steady increase
from previous years. This growth is particularly
noticeable among students from non-EU countries,
with significant contributions from Morocco, China, and
India—France’s top three feeder nations.

Indian student enrollments, in particular, have surged
by 16% year-on-year, driven by France's expanding
English-taught programs and favourable post-study
work opportunities.

Morocco: Continues to be the largest source of
international students in France, with over 40,000
Moroccan students enrolled in various French
institutions.

China: Accounts for nearly 30,000 students, making it
the second-largest contributor to France's
international student population.

India: With over 15,000 students, India has become a
key growth market for French universities, especially in
STEM fields and business studies.

Top Cities for
International Students

France's major cities, such as Paris, Lyon, and
Toulouse, are the primary destinations for
international students, offering a blend of academic
excellence, cultural experiences, and employment
opportunities.

Paris: The capital remains the top choice, hosting
over 100,000 international students. Paris is home to
prestigious institutions like Sorbonne University,
Sciences Po, and Ecole Polytechnique, making it a
magnet for students in humanities, social sciences,
and engineering.

Lyon: Known for its strong engineering and business
schools, Lyon attracts around 30,000 international
students. The city’s vibrant cultural scene and high
quality of life add to its appeal.

Toulouse: With a focus on aerospace and
engineering, Toulouse is another major hub,
particularly for students in technical fields. The city
hosts about 25,000 international students and is
home to institutions like the National Institute for
Applied Sciences (INSA) and Toulouse Business
School.




Most Popular Fields
of Study

While France is traditionally known for its excellence in
arts, humanities, and social sciences, 2024 has seen a
significant shift towards STEM fields, particularly in
engineering, computer science, and data analytics.

Engineering: Engineering remains the most popular
field among international students, with over 30% of
students enrolled in various engineering programs.
Institutions such as Ecole Polytechnique,
CentraleSupélec, and Institut National des Sciences
Appliquées (INSA) are highly sought after.

Business Studies: France’s reputation as a global
business hub is reflected in the growing popularity of
business programs. The HEC Paris, INSEAD, and ESSEC
Business School are among the top choices for
international students, particularly in MBA and
International Business programs.

Computer Science & Data Analytics: In response to the
global demand for digital skills, French universities
have significantly expanded their offerings in computer
science and data analytics. Programs at institutions

like Sorbonne University and the University of
Paris-Saclay are seeing a surge in enrollments,
particularly among students from India and China.

Emerging Fields:
Sustainability and Artificial
Intelligence

Two areas that have seen substantial growth in 2024
are Sustainability and Artificial Intelligence (Al).

France's commitment to addressing global challenges
like climate change and its strong position in Al
research is attracting students interested in these
cutting-edge fields.

Sustainability: Programs in Environmental Science
and Sustainable Development have gained popularity,
particularly at institutions like Sciences Po and the
University of Grenoble Alpes. These programs align
with global sustainability goals and France’s
leadership in environmental policy.

Artificial Intelligence: Al is another rapidly growing
field, with dedicated programs at institutions like
Ecole Normale Supérieure (ENS) and the University of
Paris-Saclay. France’s Al ecosystem, supported by
government initiatives, is a significant draw for
international students looking to specialise in this
transformative technology.

Favorable Policies
and Post-Graduation
Opportunities

France's education policies continue to support
international student growth. The recent extension of
the "Bienvenue en France" initiative has streamlined
visa processes and increased scholarships for non-EU
students. Moreover, the post-study work visa, which
allows students to stay in France for up to two years
after graduation, is a major incentive for students,
particularly those from India and Africa.

According to Campus France, over 60% of
international students express a desire to remain in
France after their studies, indicating strong job market
prospects, particularly in sectors like technology,
engineering, and business.



Il Key Courses and Programs in 2024

Several courses and programs are particularly popular among international students in 2024:

M.Sc. in International Business (HEC Paris):
One of the top-ranked business programs globally, drawing students from all continents.

M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence (University of Paris-Saclay):
A cutting-edge program that is highly regarded in the global Al community.

M.Eng. in Aerospace Engineering (ISAE-SUPAERO, Toulouse):
A leading program for students interested in the aerospace industry, capitalizing on Toulouse's reputation as
Europe’s aerospace capital.

M.Sc. in Environmental Science (Sciences Po):
A program that aligns with global sustainability efforts, attracting students interested in environmental policy
and sustainable development.

Top Courses in France (2024)
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I Ireland in 2024:

A Tech and Business Education Powerhouse

Ireland has steadily grown as a favoured study
destination among international students, renowned
for its high-quality education, English-speaking
environment, and robust tech industry. In 2024, the
country continues to see an increase in international
student enrollments, particularly from non-EU
countries.

This article presents a detailed, data-driven analysis of
student migration trends to Ireland, highlighting key
feeder nations, the most popular fields of study, and
courses that are in demand.

Growth in International
Student Enrollments

As of 2024, Ireland is home to approximately 44,000
international students, reflecting a continued upward
trend. The majority of these students come from India,
China, and Brazil, contributing significantly to Ireland’s
diverse academic landscape.

India: Indian students represent the largest group of
non-EU international students in Ireland, with over
8,500 enrollments. This reflects a year-on-year increase
of approximately 15%, driven by Ireland's strong
reputation in IT, engineering, and business studies.

China: Chinese students account for around 6,500 of
the international student population, with a growing
interest in business, finance, and computer science
programs.

Brazil: Brazil has emerged as a key source of
international students, with around 2,500 Brazilian
students currently studying in Ireland. This growth is
largely attributed to the Irish government’s scholarship
programs and the increasing popularity of Ireland as a
gateway to Europe for Latin American students.

Top Cities for
International Students

Ireland’s major cities, particularly Dublin, Cork, and
Galway, are the primary destinations for
international students. These cities are home to
some of the country’s leading universities and offer
vibrant cultural experiences.

Dublin: Dublin, the capital city, hosts the largest
number of international students, with over 20,000
enrolled in institutions such as Trinity College Dublin
(TCD) and University College Dublin (UCD). These
universities are especially popular for courses in
computer science, engineering, and business.

Cork: Cork is another major student hub, with about
8,000 international students. University College Cork
(UCC) is well-regarded for its programs in
biotechnology, environmental science, and business
administration.

Galway: Galway attracts approximately 6,000
international students, drawn to the National
University of Ireland, Galway (NUI Galway). The
university is particularly known for its strong
offerings in medicine, healthcare, and digital media.




Most Popular Fields
of Study

Ireland’s education system is highly regarded,
particularly in fields related to technology, business,
and healthcare. These areas continue to see the most

significant growth in international student enrollments.

Computer Science and IT:

The tech industry in Ireland is booming, with Dublin
often referred to as the "Silicon Dock" due to its
concentration of tech companies. Courses in computer
science, data analytics, and software engineering are
among the most popular, particularly at UCD, TCD, and
Dublin City University (DCU). These programs attract a
large number of students from India and China.

Business and Finance:

Ireland’s status as a global business hub is reflected in
the popularity of its business and finance programs.
Institutions such as the Michael Smurfit Graduate
Business School (UCD) and TCD's Business School are
top choices for students pursuing MBAs and Master’s
degrees in finance, attracting students from Europe,
Asia, and Latin America.

Healthcare and Medicine:

With a global reputation for excellence, Ireland’s
healthcare and medical programs continue to attract
students, particularly from countries in the Middle East
and Southeast Asia. RCSI University of Medicine and
Health Sciences in Dublin is one of the top choices for

aspiring doctors and healthcare professionals.

Emerging Fields:
Biotechnology and
Digital Media

Two emerging fields in Ireland that have gained
substantial traction in 2024 are Biotechnology and
Digital Media.

Biotechnology: Ireland has become a key player in
the biotechnology sector, with programs at UCC and
NUI Galway seeing increased interest. These programs
are particularly appealing to students from India,
China, and the EU, who are looking to capitalise on
Ireland’s thriving biotech industry.

Digital Media: As digital media continues to expand
globally, Ireland’s programs in this field have seen a
surge in popularity. NUI Galway and DCU offer some of
the most sought-after courses in digital media and
communications, attracting students interested in
new media, animation, and digital marketing.

Policy Support
and Post-Graduation
Opportunities

Ireland’s education policies are supportive of
international students, offering a range of
scholarships and financial aid options. The Irish
government’s Third Level Graduate Scheme allows
non-EU students to remain in the country for up to
two years after graduation to seek employment. This
policy is a significant draw for students, particularly
those from India and Brazil, who are looking to build
careers in Ireland’s growing tech and business sectors.

According to a survey conducted by Education in
Ireland, over 65% of international students express a
desire to remain in Ireland after their studies,
reflecting the country’s strong job market and
favourable conditions for skilled graduates.



Il Key Courses and Programs in 2024

Several programs in Ireland have emerged as particularly popular among international students in 2024:

M.Sc. in Data Analytics (Dublin City University):
A program that has seen significant enrollment increases, particularly among Indian and Chinese students, due to the demand
for data science professionals.

MBA (Michael Smurfit Graduate Business School, UCD):
Consistently ranked among the top business schools globally, this program attracts students aiming for leadership roles in

international business.

M.Sc. in Biotechnology (University College Cork):
A leading program in the biotech sector, attracting students interested in research and development in life sciences.

M.Sc. in Digital Media (National University of Ireland, Galway):
A program that is increasingly popular among students looking to specialise in digital communications and new media.

International Student Enrollments by Country International Student Enrollments by City
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I Russia in 2024

A Dynamic Exploration of International
Student Migration Trends

Introduction:
Russia’s Rising Role in
Global Education

In 2024, Russia has emerged as a significant player in
the global education landscape, with its robust
education system and affordable tuition fees attracting
an increasing number of international students. The
country’s appeal is bolstered by its diverse program
offerings in both English and Russian.

This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the
latest data on international student migration to
Russia, detailing the most popular fields of study,
courses, and cities drawing global talent.

Key Feeder Nations:
A Diverse Influx

According to data from the Russian Ministry of Science
and Higher Education, Russia hosted over 350,000
international students in 2024, reflecting a steady
annual growth rate of approximately 5% from previous
years. The distribution of international students by
country reveals significant trends:

China remains the leading source, contributing nearly
20% of the total international student population in
Russia.

India has experienced a notable 15% increase in
student numbers, reflecting its growing interest in
Russian higher education.

Vietnam and other Southeast Asian countries also
show marked increases, with Vietnam's student
population growing by 12% from the previous year.

African nations such as Nigeria and Egypt have

emerged as significant contributors, with Nigerian
students alone making up 8% of the total international
student body in Russia.

Growing Fields of Study:
Engineering, Medicine,
and IT

Russia's educational strengths are underscored by
the following data on the most popular fields of
study among international students:

Engineering:

Engineering disciplines continue to dominate, with a
10% year-on-year increase in enrollments.
Institutions like the Moscow Institute of Physics and
Technology (MIPT) and Bauman Moscow State
Technical University are particularly sought after.
Aerospace engineering alone saw a 14% increase in
international students.

Medicine:

Russia remains a top destination for medical
education, with international student numbers rising
by 8% in 2024. The Pirogov Russian National
Research Medical University and Sechenov University
are prominent choices, attracting students with their
affordable tuition compared to their Western
counterparts. For example, tuition for a medical
degree at these institutions is approximately 60%
lower than at comparable universities in the US.

Information Technology:

The IT sector is witnessing substantial growth, with a
12% increase in enrollments. Universities such as
ITMO University in St. Petersburg and Moscow State
University are recognized for their advanced
programs in cybersecurity, artificial intelligence, and
software engineering. ITMO University, in particular,
has seen a 20% increase in international student
applications.




Il Popular Courses and Cities:
Where Students Are Heading

Analysis of student distribution across cities highlights the following trends:

Moscow and St. Petersburg continue to be the leading destinations. Moscow’s international student
population grew by 7% in 2024, while St. Petersburg saw an 8% increase. Moscow offers a broad range of
programs in both Russian and English, making it a versatile choice for students.

Kazan, Novosibirsk, and Tomsk are emerging as popular alternatives. Kazan, in particular, has experienced a

9% increase in international student numbers, largely due to its multicultural environment and strong
academic programs in engineering and IT.

International Student Distribution by Country
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I The Netherlands in 2024:

Balancing Growth and Innovation in

Higher Education

The Netherlands has emerged as a prominent study
destination in Europe, known for its high-quality
education system, extensive range of English-taught
programs, and multicultural environment. In 2024, the
country continues to attract a diverse group of
international students, with notable increases in
enrollments from several key feeder nations.

This article provides an in-depth, data-driven analysis
of student migration trends to the Netherlands,
highlighting the most popular fields of study, top cities,
and courses that are shaping the country’s educational
landscape.

Steady Growth in
International Student
Numbers

As of 2024, the Netherlands is home to approximately
120,000 international students, marking a significant
increase from the previous years. This growth is driven
largely by students from Germany, China, and India,
who make up the largest groups of international
students in the country.

Germany: German students continue to be the largest
group of international students in the Netherlands,
accounting for around 22,000 enrollments. The
proximity and cultural similarities between the two
countries contribute to this steady flow.

China: Chinese student enrollment has also seen an
increase, with over 8,000 students choosing Dutch
institutions for their studies, particularly in fields like
business and engineering.

India: The number of Indian students in the
Netherlands has grown by approximately 12%
year-on-year, reaching nearly 5,000 in 2024. Indian
students are primarily drawn to programs in computer
science, engineering, and data science.

Top Cities for
International Students

Several cities in the Netherlands are particularly
popular among international students due to their
high-quality institutions and vibrant student life.

Amsterdam:

Amsterdam remains the most sought-after city for
international students, hosting over 20,000 students.
The University of Amsterdam and Vrije Universiteit
Amsterdam are among the top choices, offering a
wide range of English-taught programs, particularly
in the social sciences, humanities, and business.

Rotterdam:

Rotterdam, with its strategic location and
international business hub status, attracts around
15,000 international students. Erasmus University
Rotterdam is especially popular for its business and
economics programs, consistently ranked among the
best in Europe.

Delft:

Delft is a key destination for students in engineering
and technology, with over 10,000 international
students. Delft University of Technology (TU Delft) is
renowned globally for its programs in civil
engineering, architecture, and sustainable energy.




Most Popular Fields
of Study

The Netherlands is known for its strong emphasis on
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics) disciplines, which continue to attract a
large portion of international students. However,
business and social sciences are also seeing substantial
growth.

Engineering and Technology:

Engineering remains the most popular field of study
among international students in the Netherlands.
Programs at TU Delft, Eindhoven University of
Technology, and the University of Twente are highly
sought after, particularly in fields such as Mechanical
Engineering, Aerospace Engineering, and Sustainable
Energy.

Business and Economics:

The Netherlands’ reputation as a business hub is
reflected in the growing popularity of business studies.
Erasmus University's Rotterdam School of Management
and the University of Amsterdam’s Business School are
leading choices, particularly for students from Asia and
Europe.

Computer Science and Data Science:

In line with global trends, computer science and data
science programs are experiencing a surge in popularity.
Universities such as the University of Amsterdam, Delft
University of Technology, and Eindhoven University of

Technology are leading the way in these fields.

Emerging Fields:
Sustainability and
Artificial Intelligence

Two emerging fields in the Netherlands that have
gained significant traction in 2024 are Sustainability
and Artificial Intelligence (Al).

Sustainability: With the global focus on environmental
issues, the Netherlands’ programs in sustainability
and environmental sciences have seen a notable
increase in enrollments. Wageningen University &
Research, known for its focus on life sciences and
sustainability, is a top choice for students in this field.

Artificial Intelligence: The Netherlands is becoming a
key player in Al research and education, with
institutions like the University of Amsterdam and
Utrecht University offering cutting-edge programs in
Al. These programs are particularly attractive to
students from countries with strong tech industries,
such as India and China.

Policy Support
and Post-Graduation
Opportunities

The Netherlands has implemented several policies to
support international students, including the Holland
Scholarship, which provides financial support to
non-EU/EEA students. Moreover, the country’s
post-study work visa, which allows graduates to stay
and work for up to one year, is a significant draw for
international students looking to establish careers in
Europe.

According to a survey conducted by Nuffic, the Dutch
organization for internationalization in education,
over 70% of international students express a desire to
stay and work in the Netherlands after graduation,
reflecting the country’s strong job market and
welcoming environment for skilled professionals.



Il Key Courses and Programs in 2024

Several programs have emerged as particularly popular among international students in 2024:

M.Sc. in Aerospace Engineering (Delft University of Technology):
A world-leading program in aerospace engineering, attracting top talent from around the globe.

MBA (Rotterdam School of Management, Erasmus University):
Consistently ranked among the best MBA programs in Europe, this course draws students aiming for careers in
international business.

M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence (University of Amsterdam):
A cutting-edge program that is part of the university’s broader Al research initiative, attracting students interested
in the latest Al technologies.

M.Sc. in Environmental Sciences (Wageningen University & Research):
A leading program in sustainability and environmental studies, aligned with global efforts to tackle climate change.
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I Sweden in 2024:

A Global Leader in Sustainability
and Innovation Education

Sweden has increasingly become a preferred
destination for international students, recognized for
its innovative education system, commitment to
sustainability, and high quality of life. In 2024, Sweden
continues to see a rise in student enrollments from
various feeder nations, driven by the country's
emphasis on cutting-edge research, technology, and
progressive policies.

This article provides a data-driven analysis of student
migration trends to Sweden, highlighting the most
popular fields of study, top cities, and courses that are
attracting international students.

Increase in International
Student Enrollments

As of 2024, Sweden hosts approximately 50,000
international students, a figure that reflects steady
growth over the past few years. The majority of these
students come from India, China, and Germany, with
significant contributions from other countries across
Europe and Asia.

India: Indian students represent one of the largest
groups of international students in Sweden, with
nearly 8,000 enrollments. This represents a 10%
increase from the previous year, largely driven by
interest in programs related to engineering, computer
science, and business management.

China: Chinese students, numbering around 6,500,
continue to show strong interest in Sweden’s
engineering and environmental science programs. The
country’s focus on sustainable development and
innovation appeals particularly to Chinese students
looking for quality education in these areas.

Germany: German students also constitute a
significant portion of the international student
population, with approximately 5,000 enrollments in
2024. The strong academic ties between Sweden and
Germany, along with Sweden’s focus on research and
technology, contribute to this trend.

Top Cities for
International Students

Sweden'’s major cities, particularly Stockholm,
Gothenburg, and Lund, are the primary destinations
for international students. These cities are home to
the country’s leading universities and offer vibrant,
culturally rich environments.

Stockholm:

As the capital city, Stockholm hosts the largest
number of international students, with over 20,000
enrolled in institutions such as the Royal Institute of
Technology (KTH) and Stockholm University. These
universities are particularly popular for their
programs in technology, environmental science, and
social sciences.

Gothenburg:

Gothenburg, with approximately 10,000 international
students, is another major hub. Chalmers University
of Technology and the University of Gothenburg are
well-regarded for their engineering, maritime, and
environmental programs.

Lund:

Lund attracts about 8,000 international students,
drawn to Lund University, which is known for its
strong research focus and diverse range of programs
in medicine, law, and the humanities.




Most Popular Fields
of Study

Sweden’s emphasis on innovation, sustainability, and
technology is reflected in the fields of study that are
most popular among international students.

Engineering and Technology:

Engineering remains the top choice for international
students in Sweden, particularly in fields such as
mechanical engineering, electrical engineering, and
information technology. KTH Royal Institute of
Technology, Chalmers University of Technology, and
Lund University are among the leading institutions in
this field.

Environmental Science and Sustainability:
Sweden’s global leadership in sustainability attracts
students interested in environmental science,
sustainable development, and renewable energy.
Programs at Stockholm University and Uppsala
University are highly sought after by students from
China, Germany, and India.

Business and Management:

Business-related programs, particularly those focusing
on entrepreneurship, innovation, and international
business, are also popular among international
students. The Stockholm School of Economics and

Lund University's School of Economics and
Management are top choices.

Emerging Fields:
Artificial Intelligence
and Life Sciences

Two emerging fields in Sweden that have seen
significant interest in 2024 are Artificial Intelligence
(Al) and Life Sciences.

Artificial Intelligence:

Sweden is becoming a hub for Al research and
education, with institutions like KTH Royal Institute of
Technology and Linkoping University offering
specialized programs in Al and machine learning.
These programs are particularly attractive to students
from India and China, who are looking to capitalize on
Sweden'’s tech-driven economy.

Life Sciences:

Sweden’s strong healthcare system and advanced
research facilities make it a prime destination for
students interested in life sciences, including
biomedicine, biotechnology, and public health. The
Karolinska Institute and Uppsala University are
leading institutions in these fields, drawing students
from across Europe and Asia.

Policy Support
and Post-Graduation
Opportunities

Sweden offers a supportive environment for
international students, with policies that facilitate
both academic and professional success. The Swedish
government provides a range of scholarships and
financial aid options for non-EU/EEA students.
Additionally, the country’s post-study work visa, which
allows graduates to stay and work in Sweden for up to
one year, is a significant draw for international
students.

A survey conducted by the Swedish Institute found
that over 60% of international students express an
interest in staying in Sweden after their studies,
reflecting the country’s favourable job market and
welcoming attitude towards skilled professionals.



Il Key Courses and Programs in 2024

Several programs in Sweden have emerged as particularly popular among international students in 2024:

M.Sc. in Sustainable Energy Engineering (KTH Royal Institute of Technology):
A leading program in sustainability and energy, attracting students from around the globe interested in renewable
energy solutions.

M.Sc. in Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning (Linkoping University):
A cutting-edge program that is part of the university’s broader Al research initiative, appealing to students from
tech-heavy nations.

M.Sc. in Business and Management (Stockholm School of Economics):

Consistently ranked among the top business schools in Europe, this course draws students aiming for careers in
international business and entrepreneurship.

M.Sc. in Environmental Science (Stockholm University):

A program aligned with global efforts to tackle climate change, attracting students passionate about sustainability
and environmental protection.
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I Malta in 2024:

A Data-Driven Insight into
International Student Migration and
Popular Degree Programs

Introduction:
Malta's Growing Appeal as
an Educational Hub

Malta, a small Mediterranean island nation, is emerging
as an attractive destination for international students,
particularly in medicine. In 2024, Malta's educational
landscape has seen significant growth, driven by its
high-quality degree programs, English-speaking
environment, and strategic location at the crossroads of
Europe, Africa, and the Middle East.

This article provides a data-driven exploration of
student migration trends to Malta, highlighting the most
popular fields of study, including medicine, and the top
courses and cities attracting international students.

International Student
Migration Trends: Key
Feeder Nations

Malta's international student population has been
steadily increasing, with students coming from various
regions, including Europe, Africa, and Asia. According to
the latest data from the Maltese Ministry for Education
and Employment, the total number of international
students in Malta has surpassed 10,000 in 2024, a
notable rise from previous years.

The United Kingdom, India, and Nigeria are among the
top feeder nations, with significant contributions from
countries in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA)
region, such as Egypt and Saudi Arabia. The influx of
students from these regions can be attributed to
Malta's reputable medical programs, its affordable
tuition fees compared to other European countries,
and the ease of obtaining a student visa.

Growing Fields of Study:
Medicine Leading the Way

Medicine remains the most sought-after field of
study for international students in Malta. The
country’s medical schools, such as the University of
Malta’s Faculty of Medicine and Surgery and the
Queen Mary University of London (QMUL) Malta
Campus, offer programs that are recognized across
Europe and beyond. These institutions have seen a
steady increase in enrollments, particularly from
students in the UK, India, and Sub-Saharan Africa,
who are drawn by the high standards of education,
modern facilities, and the opportunity to complete
clinical rotations in Europe.

Medicine:

The University of Malta's medical degree is highly
regarded, with a curriculum that is aligned with
European standards and includes extensive clinical
training. The QMUL Malta Campus also offers a
Bachelor of Medicine, and Bachelor of Surgery
(MBBS) degree, which is increasingly popular among
international students.

Health Sciences:

Apart from medicine, other health-related fields such
as nursing, pharmacy, and physiotherapy are also
growing in popularity. Malta’s health science
programs are well-integrated with the local
healthcare system, providing students with practical
experience and strong job prospects
post-graduation.

Business and Management:

Beyond healthcare, Malta is seeing growth in
business and management courses, particularly at
institutions like the Malta College of Arts, Science,
and Technology (MCAST) and the University of Malta.
These programs attract students from Europe and
Africa, who are interested in Malta’s dynamic
business environment and its role as a financial hub.



Popular Courses and Cities:
Focus on Valletta and Msida

Valletta, the capital city, and Msida, where the University of Malta is located, are the primary destinations for
international students. These cities offer not only academic opportunities but also a vibrant cultural experience,
blending Malta’s rich history with a modern lifestyle.

Valletta:

As a UNESCO World Heritage site, Valletta provides a unique backdrop for students, particularly those enrolled in
humanities and social sciences programs. The city’'s proximity to various cultural institutions and research centres
makes it an ideal location for academic pursuits.

Msida:

Home to the University of Malta, Msida is the heart of Malta’s academic community. The university’s extensive campus
offers a wide range of courses, with medicine and health sciences being the most popular among international
students. Msida’s student-friendly environment, combined with its modern facilities, makes it a top choice for those
pursuing higher education in Malta.
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I Uzbekistan in 2024:

A Data-Driven Insight into International
Student Migration and Medicine Degrees

Introduction:
Uzbekistan's Emerging Role
in Global Education

Uzbekistan is rapidly gaining recognition as an
emerging hub for international education, particularly
in the field of medicine. With strategic reforms in its
higher education system and partnerships with foreign
universities, Uzbekistan is becoming an increasingly
attractive destination for students from neighbouring
countries, Africa, and the Middle East. In 2024, the
country saw significant growth in student migration,
particularly in the health sciences.

This article delves into the latest data on student
migration trends, highlighting the most popular
courses, growing fields of study, and cities that are
turning into academic hubs.

Key Feeder Nations:
Regional and Global Interest

Uzbekistan has witnessed a surge in international
student enrollments, with key feeder nations including
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, India, Pakistan, and Nigeria.
According to Uzbekistan’s Ministry of Higher and
Secondary Specialized Education, over 40,000
international students will be studying in the country
by 2024, marking an impressive increase from previous
years. A significant portion of these students are drawn
to Uzbekistan's expanding medical education sector,
which is rapidly becoming a regional leader.

India and Pakistan are among the top contributors to
international student numbers, driven by Uzbekistan's
affordable and internationally recognized medical
degrees. Central Asian countries like Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan have also contributed to the growth, as
students from these regions seek quality education
closer to home.

Growing Fields of Study:
Focus on Medicine and
Health Sciences

The most significant growth in international student
enrollments has been in medicine and health
sciences. Uzbekistan's government has made
substantial investments in this sector, opening new
medical universities and partnering with
international institutions to enhance the quality of
education. Additionally, the affordability of medical
education in Uzbekistan compared to other nations,
such as Russia or Ukraine, has attracted students
from various regions.

Medicine: Medicine remains the most popular field
of study for international students in Uzbekistan.
Institutions like Tashkent Medical Academy and
Samarkand State Medical Institute have gained
international recognition for their medical programs,
which offer degrees that are recognized globally. The
availability of courses taught in both Russian and
English further enhances their appeal.

Dentistry and Pharmacy: Apart from general
medicine, dentistry and pharmacy are also growing
fields, particularly at institutions such as the
Tashkent State Dental Institute. International
students, particularly from Africa and South Asia, are
increasingly enrolling in these programs due to the
high demand for healthcare professionals in their
home countries.

Public Health and Nursing: Another growing sector is
public health and nursing. With a global shift
towards preventive medicine and healthcare
systems, Uzbekistan's universities are aligning their
programs with international trends, attracting
students interested in contributing to their home
countries' healthcare infrastructure.



Il Popular Courses and Cities:
Tashkent and Samarkand Leading the Way

Tashkent, the capital, and Samarkand are the primary cities attracting international students. These cities host
some of the country’s most prestigious universities, and their blend of academic excellence, modern facilities, and
cultural richness makes them ideal educational destinations.

Tashkent: As the capital, Tashkent is home to several prominent institutions such as Tashkent Medical Academy
and Tashkent State University of Economics. The city has become a melting pot for international students,
particularly those studying medicine, business, and engineering.

Samarkand: Known for its historical and cultural significance, Samarkand is also becoming a major academic hub.

The Samarkand State Medical Institute is a top destination for medical students from Central Asia and beyond. The
city offers a unique experience of combining academic pursuits with a rich cultural environment.
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I Conclusion:

Global Trends and Emerging Study

Destinations in 2024

In 2024, the landscape of international education is

shifting, with non-conventional study destinations

gaining prominence alongside the traditional "Big Four"

(USA, UK, Australia, and Canada). Countries like Germany,

France, the Netherlands, Ireland, Sweden, and New

Zealand are emerging as prime choices for students

worldwide, driven by a combination of innovative policies,

strong academic programs, and strategic opportunities

for post-graduation employment.

Germany is witnessing a surge in international
enrollments, bolstered by progressive immigration
policies that cater to skilled graduates, particularly
in healthcare and engineering. The expansion of the
EU Blue Card and the new points-based system are
making Germany a more accessible and attractive
option for students seeking both quality education

and career pathways in Europe.

France continues to be a top destination,
particularly for students in the arts, humanities, and
social sciences. The introduction of more
English-taught programs and streamlined visa
processes have enhanced its appeal, especially
among students from Asia and Africa. The country's
rich cultural experience and central location in

Europe make it an enduring favorite.

The Netherlands is solidifying its reputation as a
hub for STEM education, with a marked increase in
international students, particularly in technology
and engineering. Despite challenges such as
overcrowding and housing shortages, the country’s
pragmatic approach to education and its focus on
retaining skilled graduates are key factors driving

its popularity.

Ireland is emerging as a tech and business
education powerhouse, attracting students with its
favourable post-study work visas and thriving tech
sector. The English-speaking environment and
strong economic growth further enhance its
appeal as a study destination, particularly for

students from Asia and the Americas.



Sweden is gaining international recognition for its
focus on sustainability and innovation, particularly in
environmental science and technology. The country’s
high quality of life and progressive policies are
attracting students who are passionate about global
challenges and are seeking an education that aligns

with their values.

Russia is becoming increasingly popular for its unique
combination of academic excellence and rich cultural
heritage. Fields like engineering, natural sciences, and
arts are particularly appealing, with the country's
affordable tuition fees and expanding academic
programs making it an attractive option among
non-English-speaking destinations. Russia's historical
significance and diverse educational opportunities
offer students a distinctive experience and access to

emerging markets.

Malta’s growing appeal as a top destination for
international students in 2024 is driven by its reputable
medical programs at institutions like the University of
Malta and QMUL Malta Campus. Alongside medicine,
rising interest in health sciences, business, and
management underscores its expanding academic
influence. With Valletta and Msida serving as vibrant
academic hubs, Malta offers both quality education

and a rich cultural experience, making it an increasingly

attractive option for students globally.

In 2024, Uzbekistan is solidifying its position as a top
destination for over 40,000 international students,
particularly from India, Pakistan, and Kazakhstan. With
renowned institutions like Tashkent Medical Academy
and Samarkand State Medical Institute offering
affordable, globally recognized programs in medicine,
dentistry, and pharmacy, the country’'s academic hubs
are attracting growing interest. As Tashkent and
Samarkand lead in modern education, Uzbekistan is

emerging as a key player in global medical education.

These emerging study destinations are not only

providing world-class education but are also offering

strategic advantages for students in terms of career

opportunities, quality of life, and personal growth. As

international student mobility continues to evolve,

these countries are well-positioned to attract the next

generation of global talent.
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